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Golden standard

Reproducibility
Translatability

Transition towards animal-free innovations

Many organizations and initiatives play a role 
→ who is doing what?
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Transition Programme for 
Innovation without the use of animals
Partner program: joined efforts to accelerate the transition to 
animal-free innovations → coordinated strategies and actions  

TPI
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MKMD

Stimulate development, acceptance and implementation of NAMs

ZonMw has been doing this since 2000 through:  
• Focusing on more effective use of results from animal studies
• Funding research on & with animal-free models 
• Encouraging use of animal-free models in practice

ZonMw programme: More Knowledge 
with Fewer Animals (MKMD)



MKMD programme 2024-2028

Knowledge 
Infrastructure

Transition-thinking

Validation via public-
private partnerships

M€ 2 /year

Dutch Society for the Replacement
of Animal Testing

MKMD
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VitalTissue
VitalTissue: reliable and affordable 
supply of vital human residual tissues

How to obtain human cells for your NAM research?
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Ombion: Centre for Animal-free 
Biomedical Translation

➔ Public Private Partnership with over 60 national and international 
organizations (academia, industry, regulatory bodies, patient organizations)

Mission: To accelerate the transition of new biomedical knowledge and 
innovations to patients and users, making the process animal-free, faster, 
and more effective.

Key activities and contributions: 
• Transition Science, Ethics, and Sustainability
• Regulatory Innovation
• Educational Program Development
• Data Science, Supporting Tools, and Models

Ombion

Focus on 4 diseases: 
• ALS
• Asthma / COPD
• Cystic Fibrosis
• Osteoarthritis / 

Rheumatic Diseases
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hDMThDMT: Institute for human Organ and 
Disease Model Technologies.

➔ Dutch network with 16 partner organizations (universities, UMCs etc)

Mission: To accelerate the development and implementation of human-
based cell models for biomedical research and drug development.

Goals: 

• Provide researchers and companies with high-quality, standardized tools 
and expertise → focus on Organs-on-Chips, hiPSC & adult stem cells.

• Enable the future of personalized medicine by allowing more accurate 
testing of potential therapies using human-specific models.

• Advance ethical and legal frameworks necessary for the effective use of 
human-based models.



Coordinator of infrastructure project hDMT INFRA
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What is needed for NAM application? 

Development Validation /
qualification

Acceptance

ApplicationPublication

?Criteria?

Approaches?

Procedures?

Organizations?

NAM 
Navigator



https://namnavigator.eu/
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Thank you for your attention! 

https://www.zonmw.nl/en/program/more-knowledge-fewer-animals

mkmd@zonmw.nl or nolte@zonmw.nl

Martijn Nolte
Senior programme

manager

Annelies van Buuren
Programme secretary

Eveline van Rijn
Cluster Assistent

Klaske Bos
Programme manager

mailto:mkmd@zonmw.nl
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